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Rain expected to bring
new batch of 
mosquitoes
Wednesday's heavy
rains most likely will
put city health depart-









election, one of the
major challenges it
would face would be
providing accurate





close game to slip
away
Hopes for the thrill of
victory turned into the
agony of defeat as the
Lady Scorpions rode a
roller-coaster of emo-




match Oct. 4 by the
scores of 30-24, 25-30,
21-30, 30-26 and 12-
15.
Heavy rains wash out classes
Night classes were canceled
last Wednesday due to heavy
rains, which caused flooding and
leaks in several buildings on
campus. Among the buildings
that reported leaks were Tandy
Hall, the Student Union, the
Garza Gym and the Cortez
Building.
"We had water damage and we
had to get students out of the
buildings because it was not a
safe environment," said
Rosemary Martinez, vice presi-
dent for Business Affairs.
The most severe flooding
occurred in Tandy Hall. The
mechanical room in Tandy,









will honor the top 5 percent
and 10 percent of  2002 high
school graduates at the
Scorpion Scholars reception
set for 6 p.m. Wednesday at the
Student Union's Gran Salon.
UTB/TSC President Juliet V.
García will be the keynote
speaker at the reception.
"Students will be receiving a
small token of recognition,"
said Linda Molano, adminis-
trative secretary for the dean of
Students. 
Students are chosen based on
their academic standing once
graduated. 
"We get a list from high
schools and from there, select
the top 5 and 10 percent," said
By Josie Ruiz
Collegian Online Editor
Rainwater gushes out of a Student Union spout during Wednesday’s downpour. The
Brownsville area received more than 3 inches of rain.
Old Student Center makes new home for Disability Services
Previously located in Tandy
Hall, Disability Services has
recently made a new home in the
old Student Center.  
"We just moved into this office;
it's not even decorated yet," said
Steve Wilder, counselor for the
Disability Services/Counseling
Center.  "We're going to be devel-
oping this service more, because
the university is recognizing the
need to expand this service and
make it more accessible."
Disability Services offers a
range of services to meet the needs
of each individual.  The services
include registration assistance,
accommodation request forms for
faculty, volunteer note-takers, test
accommodations such as extended
time, readers, or scribes, adaptive




club, referrals to other
campus/community resources and
counseling.
Wilder said the number of stu-
dents on campus registered with
Disability Services is growing.
This semester, a total of 220 stu-
dents are registered.
"Whether it's [a] physical
mobility impairment or [a] learn-
ing, hearing or psychological dis-
ability, a good percentage of those
people need some kind of accom-
modations in class," Wilder said.
"So, part of the service to these
students [is to lend] a helping
hand, [to be] a person who might
understand their needs, to provide
By Jamie Standeford
Staff Writer
See ‘Disability,’ Page 4
See ‘Scholars,’ Page 2
See ‘Rain,’ Page 6
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South Texans for Good Government will sponsor a debate between the
candidates for U.S. Representative, District 27, at 6 p.m. Wednesday in the
Brownsville Public Library. For more information, call Nat Flores at 778-
4779.
Pi Sigma Alpha, the national political science honor society, will spon-
sor a debate between Cameron County judge candidates Gilberto Hinojosa
and Terry Vinson at 6 p.m. Wednesday in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Imagenes Art Studio will present "A Day of Art" exhibit, which starts
at 4 p.m. Thursday and ends Sunday at the Paseo Plaza shopping center.
Admission is free. Silent and live auctions are planned Thursday and
Saturday, respectively. For more information, call Toni R. Hudson at 574-
0088. 
UTB/TSC's jazz bands, directed by Terry Tomlin, will perform at the
Latin Jazz Festival Kickoff Concert at 8 p.m. Thursday at the SET-B
Lecture Hall. Admission is $5.
The Gorgas Science Society will meet at 1 p.m. Friday in Life and
Health Sciences Room 2.806. The society is looking for volunteers to help
pass out candy and make Halloween decorations for the annual Boo at the
Zoo event, as well as planning other community activities. For more infor-
mation, e-mail gorgassociety@yahoo.com.
A Night in La Habana with Chuchito Valdés, a dinner-dance concert, is
scheduled for 8 p.m. Friday at the Jacob Brown Auditorium. Admission is
$20.
The Latin Jazz Festival Street Party takes place from 4 p.m. to 10:30
p.m. Saturday at outside the Capitol Theatre in downtown Brownsville. The
concert will feature top Latin jazz bands in Texas and the Rio Grande
Valley. Admission is free.
Mensa will conduct an admission test on Saturday in Harlingen. A photo
ID is required and the cost of the test is $30. To sign up for the test, contact
Al Maupin at (956) 428-1742 or e-mail him at almaupin@aol.com.
Individuals scoring in the top 2 percent  of the general population are eligi-
ble for admission to American Mensa, the High IQ Society.
UTB/TSC Bravo Opera Company Gala is scheduled for 8 p.m. Oct. 26
and at 3 p.m. Oct. 27 at the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is $10 for
adults, $7 for senior citizens and children, and $3 for UTB/TSC students
with ID. 
The deadline for the Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics 2003 essay contest is
Dec. 2. Full-time undergraduate juniors and seniors enrolled during the Fall
2002 semester are eligible to compete. For a contest entry form, detailed
guidelines and further information, access the Web site www.eliewie-
selfoundation.org.
If you would like your club, organization or department news published
in the Briefs section, call Lorena Cruz at 554-5143, e-mail her at colle-
gian@utb.edu or visit The Collegian office, located in Student Union Room
1.28. The deadline for the Oct. 21 issue is 5 p.m. today.
Briefs
Jobs for Students
College students can get business
experience working with computers,
and earn money from January through
April at Cavazos Income Tax.
Cavazos' fast growth will mean jobs
for many qualified students who attend
the tuition-free Income Tax Course (fee




For full information, visit Cavazos’ office at 1220 E. Madison St.
or call 546-1004
Karla D. Sosa, Financial Assistance
scholarship coordinator.
"They are referred to as scholars
because they receive a scholarship …
it's a one-shot deal," said Dean of
Students Mari Fuentes-Martin.
"Scholars are awarded a single amount
of $300."
In order to be recognized as schol-
ars, though, selected students must
continue getting satisfactory grades.
"Scholars must be enrolled as TSC
students and they must continue a sat-
isfactory academic progress," Sosa
said.
The Scorpion Scholars program is in
its fifth year.  This year, students will
be encouraged to be UTB/TSC student
leaders and their progress will be
monitored until their college gradua-
tion.
"This is the first year we focus on a
group of students and will try to direct
them to be student leaders … we will
direct them until their graduation from
college," Fuentes-Martin said.
Scorpion Scholars to be recognized
are: Joshua Caldwell, Jacklyn
Cuvillier, Cynthia Sosa, Yvonne
Reveles, Pedro Rosario, Miracle
Acosta, Jessica Carrizales, Erica
Garcia, Raymundo Munoz, Myra
Hinojosa, Cindy Gomez, Steven
Martinez, Silvia Reyes, Eligio
Sanchez, Eliseo Lopez, Veronica
Ortiz, Kristy Lee Estrella, Brenda
Gonzalez, Melissa Castaneda, Jessica
Hernandez, Cynthia Cabello, Maria
Ibarra, Hilario Urquieta, Juan Ruiz,
Stephanie Cortinas, Amanda Lepre,
Christina Garza, Yvonne Ramon,
Jessica Saldivar, Roberto Moreno,
Juan Martinez, Jacquelyn Varon, Rosa
Rosales, Sarah Daniel, Jessica
Andrade, Evelin Espinoza, Daniella
Flores, Melissa Hernandez, Jessica
Eguia, Erica Munoz, Dorally Alvarez,
Hilda Hernandez, Claudia Vela,
Daniella Guajardo, Ingris Campos,
Marta Alaniz, Iliana Vasquez,
Lizhandra Chavira, Nora Sanchez,
Gemma Garza, Sonia Garcia,
Archimedes Padillo, David Perez,
Astrid Nunez, Christina Gonzalez,
Yazmin Hernandez, Sonia
Villalpando, Karla Barrios, Emede
Tovar, Griselda Saavedra, Arturo
Saldivar, Diana Zuniga, Saul Garcia,
Maria Reyna, Esequiel Barrera, Elias
Robles, Martha Velasco, Lisa Lopez,
Moises Molina, Lorena Cruz, Deanna
Delgado, Krystal Fernandez, Erika
Legaria, and Joshua Hernandez.
Scholars
Continued from Page 1
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Wednesday's heavy rains most likely
will put city health department workers
on the road, spraying against pesky
mosquitoes.
The City of Brownsville Health
Department is responsible for spraying
for mosquitoes and other pests
throughout the city of Brownsville,
including the university. The depart-
ment has been setting up several traps
near the riverbank in the brush behind
the university to determine the mosqui-
to count, said Josh Ramirez, the
department's director.
UTB/TSC was last sprayed on Oct. 3
and again on Oct. 5 but Ramirez said
the health department would set up the
traps again three days after the rain
stops and then spray accordingly.
"The rain should generate more mos-
quitoes, but they will be pest mosqui-
toes, not the virus-carrying type,"
Ramirez said. "We will spray again
three days after the rain stops, when
the sun comes up and starts warming
the water."
According to Ramirez, the mosquito
count has fluctuated recently.
"[The mosquito count] varies,"
Ramirez said. "After the first rain
before Hurricane [Isidore], it was min-
imal. After the hurricane, though, the
wind direction changed and brought
lots of mosquitoes."
Isidore struck Louisiana, but some of
its rains hit the Valley.
Ramirez said the health department
has been more effective in monitoring
mosquito counts in strategic areas
throughout the city and spraying
accordingly, as opposed to random
spraying.
The health department has a $10,000
budget for spraying for mosquitoes and
other pests such as Africanized bees.
The outbreak of the West Nile virus
across the nation, however, has not
affected the city's spraying budget.
"We haven't been above our budget,"
Rodriguez said. "But at the same time
we haven't been too conservative. It's
important for us to identify locations
where we know the mosquito count
will be high."
As of Oct. 9, according to the Texas
Health Department, 101 human cases
of the West Nile virus have been
reported in 19 counties and there have
been two fatalities. There have also
been 267 cases of the virus in birds,
221 cases in mosquitoes and 528 cases
in horses. Cameron County has had
two suspected cases of the virus--in a
human and in a horse--but both cases
tested negative, Ramirez said.
The virus itself is transmitted to mos-
quitoes from birds, said Ray
Rodriguez, environmental health
director for the Cameron County
Health Department.
"[The West Nile virus] cannot be
transmitted from person to person,"
Rodriguez said. "The way it's transmit-
ted is from the birds that have been
coming down from [up north]; they
migrate through the Valley and they go
on to Central America, South America.
When they go through there, the mos-
quito will bite the birds and then the
mosquito gets infected. Then the mos-
quito will bite the person, the person
gets infected."
Symptoms of the virus include flu-
like symptoms, headaches, body aches,
fevers, etc. Reaction to the virus can
vary greatly in people from mild to
severe. Anyone who has reason to
believe they have the virus should see
a doctor immediately.
While spraying continues at both the
city and county levels, Rodriguez said
that this is something that the health
departments and the public will have to
work on together. There are several
things people can do to protect them-
selves from mosquitoes. People should
not have any standing water, trash,
buckets, tires or tall grass in their
yards. Water in birdbaths should be
changed at least every three days. If
people need to be outdoors, they
should wear long-sleeve shirts and
pants and should wear a repellent that
has at least 35 percent deet.
"We need to work together-the citi-
zens themselves, the local health
departments, the news media,
schools," Rodriguez said. "Dr. Eduardo
Sanchez, who's the state health com-
missioner, said, 'We need to be vigi-
lant; we need to take precautions; we
need to avoid panic.' If we can do that,
we're in good shape."
For more information on the West
Nile virus, visit www.tdh.state.tx.us/.
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Investment Advisory Representative with and Securities offered through InterSecurities,
Inc., member NASD and SIPC. 1623 Central Blvd. Suite 200, Brownsville, TX 78520




The City of Brownsville Health Department will set up traps behind the univer-
sity to test for the mosquito count after the rains have stopped.
























accommodations for them in the class-
room as they pursue their academic or
vocational careers."
Wilder advises, though, that it is the
student's responsibility to meet with the
Disability Services counselor and dis-
cuss needs and register for services.  
"You should report to the disabilities
counselor who can then speak to you fur-
ther and make arrangements," Wilder
said.  "Unlike in high school, where the
students are tracked, labeled and moth-
ered along to make sure that they are
OK, in college, we're treating everybody
as an adult and so it is the student's
responsibility to say, 'I need some help.  I
need to let somebody know that I have
this disability,' and then, we can work
from there.  The teachers don't have
responsibilities to help the students
unless they come to this office."
Wilder said the office has had a good
response from students interested in vol-
unteering this semester.  He also said that
students who are volunteering their serv-
ices are provided with supplies such as a
carbon-copy notepad for note-taking. 
Asked about the services provided for
students with disabilities, Helen Rebok,
an interpreter for deaf students and staff
adviser for the American Sign Language
Club, said,  "Come!  We have all kinds of
services available.  Students who have
difficulty in anything need to inform Mr.
Wilder, so that we can provide services
for them.  The more students we serve,
the more students will succeed."
However, their move isn't complete.
Wilder said the Adaptive Technology
Lab and Testing Service still needs to be
moved to its new location.  The lab,
which is currently located on the second
floor of the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library, will be moved into
the old Student Activities office and will
house several testing rooms where stu-
dents can have the opportunity to take
tests in the convenience of a quiet and
secluded area.
"At the present time, not all of the stu-
dent's needs are being met," Rebok said.
"But, with the new facility that should
open in January, more students will be
able to be served and that's going to be
awesome … not only more convenient
but more accessible for students."
From Oct. 21 through Oct. 25,
Disability Services will be observing its
second annual "Accessibility Awareness
Week."  The center will be hosting sev-
eral events.
For more information about services
provided or for volunteer information,
contact Wilder at 983-7374 or by e-mail
at wilder@utb.edu.
On CampusPAGE 4 • October 14, 2002 The Collegian
Disability
Continued from Page 1
Following is the schedule of activities for Accessibility Awareness Week:
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 21--Volunteers from the Student Council for
Exceptional Children and the American Sign Language Club host
"Experience a Disability" at the Endowment Courtyard.
1 p.m. Oct. 22--Alan Muir, of the University of Tennessee, presents
"Promoting Career Employment for Students with Disabilities" in the
Student Union's Gardenia Room.
Oct. 23--GEAR-UP program participants will be treated to a morning of
disability awareness activities, a campus walk and lunch.
2-4 p.m. Oct. 23--The Adaptive Technology Lab and Testing Service
presents "Open Day," at the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library, Room
215.
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 24--More than 50 employers and agencies will take
part in UTB/TSC's Fall 2002 Career Expo in the old Student Center.
Oct. 25--Students with disabilities will be invited to a focus group/lunch-
eon.
7 p.m. Oct. 25--The University Cinema Club and the American Sign
Language Club presents a German film "Beyond Silence," Life and Health













--Tours of haunted areas




Due to scary nature and adult themes of
this event, it is recommended that you be
over 18 to attend.
Halloween Havoc
Student Union Ballroom
11 a.m. Oct. 31
Costume contest-$150
Pumpkin Carving Contest-$150
Office Decoration-Wins a pizza lunch for the 
office
Karaoke
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SGA plans Rush
Following are the incidents reported to Campus Police through Oct. 5.
At 4:31 p.m. Oct. 2, a three-vehicle accident occurred at Ridgely Road and
18th Street. No injuries were reported. According to the report, the driver of
a Ford Expedition was heading west on Ridgely when he reached down to
pick up an object on the floor. His vehicle struck a Chevrolet Cavalier, which
in turn struck the vehicle in front of it, a 1995 Ford Taurus that had stopped
to turn into the parking lot. The driver of the Expedition was cited for failure
to control speed and driving without liability insurance. 
At 7:52 a.m. Oct 5, a Campus Police officer was dispatched to the faculty
parking lot outside the Education Building in reference to a broken window.
There, a staff member reported that he parked a 15-passenger rental van at
5:15 p.m. on Oct. 4, and upon his return at 7:45 a.m. he noticed the back left
window had been broken. No items were missing from the vehicle.
--Compiled by Ildefonso Ortiz 
Campus Police Report
The Student Government Association has passed a resolution to organize an
SGA Rush to promote joining student organizations. 
Citing the poor attendance at the Sept. 4 Join-a-Club Day, SGA members said
they would sponsor the rush at the end of October.
"We said, 'we need to have another one … we didn't have a good turnout the
first time around," Freshman Senator David Jacinto said at the Oct. 4 meeting of
the SGA.
The freshman senators will organize the rush.
Also approved was a resolution to spend $800 on a training retreat for mem-
bers Oct. 4-5 on South Padre Island.
Under old business, Hugo Perez, chairman of the Campus Accounts Ad Hoc
Committee, reported on the effort to speed up clubs' access to funds in their cam-
pus accounts.  
"Only one club was present at the [Oct. 2] meeting and it was none of two the
clubs that complained about the missing funds," he said, referring to reports of
discrepancies between what the two clubs deposited into their accounts and what
the Business Office said was actually in their accounts.
Perez said another committee meeting had been scheduled for 2:30 p.m. last
Friday in the Student Union's El Comedor. Results of that meeting were not
available at press time.
In other new business, Michelle García, lower-level senator for the School of
Education, was appointed and sworn in as vice president for public relations.
SGA President Edward Camarillo explained that the person elected to the PR post
last spring is no longer a student.
In his report, Camarillo reported on the voter registration drive. He said about
150 people have been registered since Sept. 23, when the drive began. The dead-
line to register for the Nov. 5 election was Oct. 7.
"Our numbers maybe not as great as [they] should be," Camarillo said.
"Reaching everyone has been a little bit difficult."
Monica Villarreal, vice president for administration, said there are plans for a
pep rally at the end of the month, along with Spirit Day each Friday.
Vice President for Finance Sergio Martinez reported that Vice President for
Student Affairs Hilda Silva has approved a budget of $12,000 for the SGA. 
As finance committee chair, Martinez told The Collegian, he will appoint about
six members to come up with a spending plan for the organization. The SGA ini-
tially had asked for a budget of $17,815.
Senator at Large Alex Salinas said he attended a meeting of the University of
Texas Student Advisory Council Sept. 27-28 in Austin. Among the issues dis-
cussed, he said, is the plan to have a student sit on the UT System Board of
Regents.
Salinas said UTSAC will meet again in November and encouraged students to
suggest issues for the group to address.
Senator Carlos Garza Jr., chairman of the online book exchange, said the Web
site is already operating and that he plans to post more fliers around campus to
promote it.
Vice President for Policy and Procedure Sam Perez presented the letter that the
SGA is sending to the UT Health Science Center-San Antonio in support of a
partnership between UTB/TSC and UTHSC to offer a bachelor's degree in emer-
gency medical technology.
Under announcements, Finance VP Martinez mentioned that internships are
available at the Mexican-American Legislative Caucus Foundation. The
Moreno/Rangel Legislative Leadership
program places interns with one of the
38 Caucus members during the 78th
Legislative Session. Each intern will be
paid a monthly stipend of $1,250. For
more information, access the Web site
www.malcfoundation.org. The dead-




SHARE EXPENSES ON A GATED, 3-BEDROOM 1
BATH HOME, A/C. IT IS CENTRALLY LOCATED
NEXT TO BUS STOP.  $550.00 INCLUDES GAS
AND WATER, WASHING MACHINE AND STOVE.
CALL 343-8703 OR 554-3982 AFTER 6:00 P.M.
PETS ALLOWED.
Classified
Should Texas Southmost College
propose another bond election, one of
the major challenges it would face
would be providing accurate informa-
tion to the public, university officials
said.
"If the [Southmost Union Junior
College District] board [of trustees]
decides to go back, the challenges are
going to be, I think it comes down to
getting information out, getting accu-
rate information out," John Ronnau,
vice president for Administration and
Partnership Affairs, said in an inter-
view with The Collegian. "I think there
weren't enough people who really
understood the benefits of what the
bond would do and how it would
increase the educational opportunities."
Voters rejected the proposed $97 mil-
lion bond issue by a margin of 207
votes on Sept. 14. Ronnau believes that
the public's lack of correct information
about the bond issue ultimately led to
its defeat.
"I think there was some misinforma-
tion about how it was going to affect
the taxpayers," Ronnau said. "I even
heard that some students were con-
cerned that it was going to raise their
tuition. That is not the case; it would




it was going to
raise their taxes
$300 a year and






value of $100,000, the tax increase per
year was going to be close to $59, I
think. There was misinformation,
which I think scared people."
Had the election passed, taxes would
have been raised an additional 5.9 cents
per $100 property valuation. These
taxes would have been used to fund
various projects, including the West
Campus Technology Center, a health,
recreation and sports facility, a fine arts
complex, library expansion and park-
ing and infrastructure upgrades.
According to Ronnau, the board of
trustees has not made a decision
whether to reintroduce the bond issue
to voters, however it recognizes that
the need for the university's expansion
still exists.
"If [the board] decide[s] to do that,
only [it] can decide when it's done,"
Ronnau said. "But what we do know is
that all the needs, the rationale that led
[the board] to make the decision to go
for the bond election in September,
none of that's changed. We know that
we are in the fastest growing region in
Texas, probably one of the fastest
growing in the United States. We know
that we are in one of the most econom-
ically disadvantaged regions of Texas
and probably the United States, and
that one of the most direct and effective
ways to break the cycle of poverty is
through education."
Asked about rumors concerning a
high percentage of classrooms being
empty at any given time during the day
and whether the need for expansion is
necessary, Ronnau said, "Certainly you
will find days of the week and hours of
the day when classroom usage is very,
very high. Now you can also find times
of the day when it's less desirable for
people to take a class and the usage is
not as high. That's basically the same
on any campus-there are real peak,
high-demand times and there are times
that aren't as demanding. We only have
so many faculty and they can only
teach so many classes."







Concert featuring nationally acclaimed and award-winning UTB/TSC Jazz
Bands directed by Terry Tomlin (SET-B Lecture Hall on the UTB/TSC campus.
$5 at the door, all proceeds go to the band). 
9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.
Dance and dine under the stars with Ritmo Caribe, a hot 12-piece salsa band
from Corpus Christi. (Rio Steak House patio in Paseo Plaza, Ruben Torres
Blvd., and Paredes Line Rd., Brownsville. $10 cover at the door.)
Oct. 18th
4:30 to 5 p.m.- Autograph session with Chuchito Valdés, Sunrise Mall, 
Center Court
8 p.m. to 1 a.m.- "One Night in La Habana" Gala Dance Concert with headlin-
er Chuchito Valdés Jr. and his Afro-Cuban Jazz Ensemble, featuring saxo-
phonist Laksar Reese. Ritmo Caribe opens.  Art by Toni Hudson and a fine
Cuban photo exhibit on display in the lobby.  Jacob Brown Auditorium, 600
International. Blvd. $20 general admission (open table seating), $500 reserved
VIP tables for eight. Great food & drinks available inside auditorium throughout
event.
Oct. 19th 
Noon- Free Latin Jazz Piano Clinic with Chuchito Valdés, 
SET-B Lecture Hall, UTB/TSC campus.
5 to 6 p.m.- Autograph session with Del Castillo and The Brew, 
Capitol Theatre.
5 to 7 p.m.-"Days of Art" Highlight of three-day art show is the live art auction
and Latin jazz music. Plaseo Plaza, Ruben Torres Blvd. and Paredes Line Rd. 
3 to 10 p.m.- Capitol Theatre Latin Jazz Street Party.  A free street dance
party in historic Downtown Brownsville with food, drinks and great live music.
From South Texas: UTPA Latin Jazz Ensemble, Unlimited Jazz Dancers, and
the Meade-Murphy Band with the dean of Valley jazz, saxophonist Rene
Sandoval. Dance concert concludes with Del Castillo and The Brew, hot fla-
menco-Latin-Jazz fusion bands from Austin, both with members originally from
Brownsville.
5 to 6:30 p.m.- Inside the theater, CINESOL will screen the documentary film,
“Buena Vista Social Club.” Free admission. 11th and Levee streets. 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.- Festival after-party with salsa band, Latin Talk from Corpus
Christi, at Cobbleheads Bar & Grill (3154 Central Blvd.,956-546-6224).
Itinerary subject to change without notice.
For complete festival information and tick-
et outlets, visit the BSPA Web site at
www.brosociety.org or call Liz Amill at
(956) 639-3448.




was flooded 18 inches, Martinez said.
According to Martinez, a transformer
was struck by lightning, which
accounted for a loss of electricity as
well as a problem with air conditioning.
Physical Plant employees worked on
the problem all night Wednesday, but as
of Thursday the problem had not been
corrected.
Physical Plant Director Raul Morales
believes the rain was a good thing.
"The rain affected the university in a
good way," he said. "It allowed us to
identify everything, all the problems
that need to be repaired. Roof leaks,
areas that flood, it'll allow us to locate
them better."
On Sept. 30, The Collegian reported
that leaks were found in 12 buildings
on campus. Some of those leaks have
been repaired, Morales said.
"We have repaired some of those
areas," he said. "It's very difficult to be
watertight. You may fix some areas and
later you may find other areas that need
repair. We're trying to detect the areas
that are causing the most problems and
are focusing on those."
Tony Abbott, a forecaster at the
National Weather Service in
Brownsville, said more than 3 inches of
rain fell in areas of Brownsville. More
rain was expected to fall on Oct. 11 and
Oct. 12 as a cold front was to move into
Brownsville.
Rain
Continued from Page 1
Advertise in The Collegian.
Call 554-5143 for the details.
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La literatura chicana comenzó con
los indios prehispánicos y sus códices,
según Felipe Ortego y de Gazca, pro-
fesor emérito de UT-Austin y cate-
drático visitante en la Universidad
Texas A&M Kingsville. 
"Ellos tenían bastante historia escri-
ta en sus códices", dijo Ortego. "Pero
cuando los misioneros vieron los dibu-
jos [de indios] haciendo sus rituales,
ellos pensaron que eran obras del dia-
blo y las quemaron todas. Bueno casi
todas-quedan cinco".
Ortego dió una narrativa sobre liter-
atura chicana el pasado martes en el
salón de conferencias localizado en el
tercer piso del SET-B. El evento fue
parte de la celebración del mes de la
herencia hispana.
Ortego comenzó  su cátedra con
algunos chistes.
"Mi nombre es Felipe, no Phillip,
eso es para los carentes lingüística-
mente. ... Si se me olvida algo, no es
Alzheimer's , es old-timer's [referencia
a ser viejo]", dijo él.
El catedrático dijo que la siguiente
era de la literatura chicana comenzó en
1848 con el tratado de Guadalupe
Hidalgo, el cual concluyó la guerra
méxicoamericana, con la anexión de
Texas, Nuevo México, Arizona y
California. 
"Esta literatura es del suroeste, un
período de cuento y tradición pas-
toral", dijo Ortego. 
Ortego dijo que de 1929 a 1960,
mejor conocido como el período de
"literatura méxicoamericana posteri-
or" hubo una transición de la perspec-
tiva en español a la perspectiva en
inglés.
"En 1929 con la formación de
LULAC, los temas tomaron una forma
más americana que hispana, y la gente
no podía ver mas allá de los estereoti-
pos", dijo él. "Las historias comienzan
a verse más modernas".
El habló orgullosamente del
"Renacimiento Chicano", 1966-1975,
una era en la cual él formó una parte
importante. 
"En este tiempo, las novelas chi-
canas evolucionaron con méxicoamer-
icanos como protagonistas", dijo él.
"Hubo una explosión de revistas liter-
arias como Quinto Sol, Caracol,
Consafo, De Colores y La Luz".
Ortego escribió para el Quinto Sol y
De Colores. Uno de sus ensayos apare-
ció en el libro "Aspiración y Promesa:
El Chicano Hoy". El también escribe
obras de teatro.
Ortego dijo que después de 1975
hubo un declive en obras chicanas,
hasta los ‘90s. 
"Este es el tiempo de la subida de las
chicanas, las mujeres toman el lideraz-
go y mueven el género", dijo él. 
Ortego cerró su cátedra con su
predicción de lo que depara a la liter-
atura méxicoamericana. 
"Estamos perdiendo chicanismo,
hay un grupo que está tomando un
acercamiento elitista y lo hace de arri-
ba hacia abajo", dijo él. "Pero [las
obras] que se hacen ahora son de cali-
dad extraordinaria.
Estudiantes que asistieron a la cáte-
dra lo disfrutaron.
"Fue muy informativa, aprendimos
como empezó la literatura chicana y
dónde empezó", dijo Elsa Gutiérrez,
una estudiante de primer año de inglés. 
Israel Aguilar, un estudiante de ter-
cer año de inglés, dijo, "Reflexiones
interesantes sobre como [la literatura
chicana] se ha levantado desde ser
olvidada al género que es ahora".
Profesor habla sobre literatura chicana
Por Ildefonso Ortiz
Editor de Tiempo Nuevo
El grupo Teatro Laberinto presentará
la obra "Te Juro Juana Que Tengo
Ganas", una comedia de Emilio
Carballido a las 7 p.m. el sábado en el
auditorio del SET-B.
La obra se trata de un profesor en
una escuela de artes finas quien es
muy estricto con sus estudiantes y
obligaciones para mantener la impor-
tancia de la escuela. Su hija Juana se
enamora de un profesor pero a la
misma vez está involucrada con
Estanfor, quien es inteligente pero no
es simpático y parece ser un poco
diferente que los demás.
Teatro Laberinto fue establecido este
semestre y es patrocinado por Lidia
Díaz, profesora de lenguas modernas.
El grupo presentará obras en español e
inglés.
Los personajes son "Juana", actuado
por Hilda Garza; "Estanfor", por
Mauricio Sáenz; "Serafín", por
Gerardo Lara; "Inés", por Mónica
Garza; "Diógenes", por David García;
"Bibliotecaria", por Cecilia Carreón;
"Librado", por Daniel Valdez; y
"Cande", por Vanesa Olivarez.
Otros miembros del Teatro
Laberinto son Virginia Ortiz, John
Brown, Joel Munguía, Juan Ramírez,
Guillermo Vásquez y Pablo Alvarado.
La directora de la obra es Zulema
Williams, estudiante de último año de
español y tutora de geología e inglés
como segundo idioma en el Centro de
Asistencia al Aprendizaje.
Guillermo Vásquez se encarga de las
luces y Elida García se encarga de la
música.  
La entrada es $1. La obra se volverá
a presentar a las 7 p.m. el 25 de
octubre.




De izquierda, Mónica García e Hilda Ruby Garza ensayan para la obra "Te
Juro Juana Que Tengo Ganas", una comedia que se presentará a las 7 p.m. el
sábado en el auditorio del SET-B. El precio de entrada es $1. García y Garza
son miembros del Teatro Laberinto de la universidad.
Tejanos del sur para el Buen
Gobierno, tendrá un debate entre los
candidatos a diputados federales por
el distrito 27, a las 6 p.m. el miércoles
en la biblioteca publica de
Brownsville. Para mayores informes,
llamar a Nat Flores al 778-4779. 
Pi Sigma Alpha, la sociedad
nacional honoraria de ciencias políti-
cas, tendrá un debate entre los can-
didatos a juez del Condado Cameron
Gilberto Hinojosa y Terry Vinson a
las 6 p.m. el miércoles en el auditorio
del SET-B. 
Imágenes Art Studio presentará la
exhibición "Un Día de Arte", la cual
empezara el jueves a las 4 p.m. y ter-
mina el domingo en el centro comer-
cial Paseo Plaza. La entrada es gra-
tuita. Subastas mudas y en vivo están
planeadas para el jueves y el sábado
respectivamente. Para mayores
informes, llamar a Toni R. Hudson
al 574-0088. 
Los interesados en publicar noti-
cias de clubes, organizaciones o
departamentos en la sección de
breves, llamar a Lorena Cruz al 544-
5143. La fecha límite para la publi-
cación del 21 de octubre es hoy a las
5 p.m.
Breves
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Name: Keli Rae Loff






Hobbies: Playing sports, going to
the beach, and sleeping
Favorite Food: Fajitas and Blue
Bell Chocolate Chip ice cream
Favorite Team: Atlanta Braves
Favorite Athlete: Chipper Jones
Began playing volleyball: Grew up
playing volleyball at the beach and
started playing organized ball in sev-
enth grade.
Personal Goals: "[I want] to get a
Division I scholarship and transfer
after this year."
Team Goals: "To continue to
improve because we are doing much,
much better than last year. We have to
keep going forward."
Awards/Honors: First Team All-
District, First Team All-Valley, First
Team All-Area in 2001 and Honorable
Mention All-State in 2001
Where do you see yourself in 10
years? "I'll be living on a beach, not
necessarily South Padre Island but
some beach, playing beach volleyball
whenever I can and making lots of
money. I want to go into advertising
or journalism. By then I should be
married and having my first kid of
four."
Athlete of the Week
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor
Team Sting allows close game to slip away
Hopes for the thrill of victory turned
into the agony of defeat as the Lady
Scorpions rode a roller-coaster of emo-
tions in their loss to Wharton County
Junior College. UTB/TSC lost the best-
of-five home match Oct. 4 by the scores
of 30-24, 25-30, 21-30, 30-26 and 12-
15.
Game 1 saw the Lady Scorpions, still
riding high after the home victory over
Laredo, jump to a 20-15 lead. They
relaxed and Wharton worked its way
back into the game, coming within a
point of tying at 25-24 before Team
Sting rallied to win 30-24.
Games 2 and 3 were a mirror image of
themselves. Game 2 saw UTB/TSC fall
behind early 5-10 only to fight back and
tie the game at 17. Wharton then gained
momentum and ran away with a 25-30
victory. Game 3 also saw Team Sting
fall behind early at 2-7 but rallied again
to knot it at 12, but the Pioneers seemed
too much as they pulled away and never
faltered as they won game 3 21-30.
"The more that we lose, not that it's
good that we lose, but this teaches us
that people don't want to lose like that,
people want to win," outside hitter
Jessica Vargas said.
Head volleyball coach Skippy Brown
apparently didn't want to lose, either, so
he shook up his lineup by playing defen-
sive specialist Amanda Garcia and mov-
ing Mignon Talk to the libero position.
The move began to pay dividends as
Team Sting played the most exciting
game of the match. Team Sting fought
back from 13-16 to tie at 26 points. The
team held together and surged ahead to a
victory of 30-26, which tied the match at
2-2 in the best of five.
The fifth and final game, which is
played to 15 points, saw Wharton take
an early lead but as was the case
throughout the other games, UTB/TSC
fought back and took the lead at 12-10
but could not shut the door. Wharton
took advantage and slipped by, taking
the lead and winning the set, 12-15, and
the victory.
"It's disappointing, we got so close
and we let it slip away," middle blocker
Keli Rae Loff said. "It's a hard loss but
hopefully we'll get them next time."
The players were disappointed by the
loss but felt they played as a unit. Still,
the mood was somber as some of the
players felt they let up.
"We played together; it's just a matter
of finishing on the court," Vargas said.
"[Brown] is trying to find a lineup that
will push all the way through to 30 or to
15 [as was the case in the fifth game].
Hopefully, the next game everybody
will play at 100 percent effort and we'll
win."
Brown had no comment on the game
but did say that outside hitter/setter
Stephanie Maria had an excellent game.
Maria's contribution of six aces on the
serve led the team and helped at one
point to bring the Scorpions back when
they trailed.
Other Lady Scorpions contributing
included Vargas with 13 kills and three
aces. Loff had 11 kills and nine blocks.
Middle blocker Xochitl Garza had 10
blocks and six kills and Crystal
Bosmans contributed eight kills and
three blocks. Along with her excellent
play as setter, Cathryn Hayslip added
three aces. 
Team Sting's next home games are at
6 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. Saturday





Outside hitter/middle blocker Crystal Bosmans attempts a block as teammates
Jessica Vargas (foreground) and Keli Rae Loff look on during Team Sting’s













won the match 6-
3, advancing to
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Every Tuesday and Thursday a dozen
combatants gather to prove and
improve their skills in the art of
Brazilian jiu jitsu at the Powerhouse
Gym.  They undergo an intense work-
out for two and a half hours. 
Jiu jitsu is a self-defense art. It does
not matter whether you have a small or
large frame. Techniques consist of sub-
missions, armbars, chokeholds and
ankle locks. 
Fred Zayas, owner of the Zayas
Martial Arts School, instructs the team.
He began the school in December 2001
in Los Fresnos and now teaches out of
the Powerhouse Gym in Brownsville.
Zayas was born and raised in
Chicago. He began training in Yonkers,
N.Y., then moved to Orange County,
Calif., where he got his black belt. He
then moved to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
where he was certified to teach jiu jitsu
and also attained a second-degree black
belt. Zayas was also a professional
fighter for five years. He competed in
Mixed Martial Arts, accumulating a 25-
2 record and a 17-1 Jiu Jitsu Sport
Tournament record.
Now Zayas concentrates on passing
on his knowledge to his students. The
team, which consists of 11 men and one
woman, will be attending the First
Annual Texas Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
Invitational on Oct. 19 in Dallas. The
competition is expected to draw about
500 competitors nationwide. It will be
the Zayas team's first professional tour-
nament. Each match is six minutes,
with fighters earning points for take-
downs and controlled positions such as
mount, guard, north and south, side
mount, and reverse guards, among oth-
ers. Fighters can win by submitting
their opponents, making them "tap" out.
"I'm very excited for them," Zayas
said. "We've been training very hard
and I'm sure they'll do really, really
good. My guys are super-ready."
Zayas' team will go up against bigger
institutions, which usually consist of
about 300 members, from throughout
the nation. They will compete for
medals, trophies and recognition. Zayas
doesn't believe his team will have a
problem with the larger groups.
"It's not a group vs. a group, it's actu-
ally an individual vs. an individual, so
we have our chances even though we're
small," Zayas said.
The team members include UTB/TSC
students Johnny Gomez, sophomore
building trades major; Ildefonso Ortiz,
senior business major; Emmanuel
Mireles, sophomore health sciences
major; Steve Berlanga, freshman
mechanical engineering major; Martha
Velasco, freshman finance major; Justin
Raines, freshman; and Nathan Fisch, a
senior chemistry major. Rounding out
the team are Lopez High School junior
Damian Gomez, accountant Jesse
Medina and computer consultant Omar
Valdez.
Also on the team but not participating
in the tournament due to injuries are
Francisco Guerra, sophomore interna-
tional business major, and Miguel
Mireles, sophomore biology major.
The team is optimistic about the tour-
nament.
"I expect to win," Berlanga said. "I
don't expect to just go and lose. I want
to go and win." 
Besides making them feel like win-
ners on the mat, jiu jitsu has also made
the members feel different out of the
gym.
"[It's taught me] self-defense, how to
be more relaxed in a fight, and most of
all discipline," Gomez said. "It made
me a better person."
Berlanga, who has been with the
school for seven months, has also seen
the change in his mentality and his
body.
"[I've learned] self-defense, submis-
sions, respect, and it also got me in
shape," he said, adding that he has shed
several pounds.
Zayas said one of the advantages of
jiu jitsu is that you don't have to be
strong to perform the art. He said
women can make jiu jitsu work for
them.
Velasco, the only woman on the team
going to the tournament, agrees. 
"You'd think they'd be more [demand-
ing] but they're OK with my perform-
ance," Velasco said. "I think I'm going
to do OK, but I'm not sure because I'm
a white belt but I've only been training
for three months."
Velasco sometimes trains with guys
twice her size and double her weight.
"I'm getting kind of used to it,"
Velasco said. "It was kind of weird at
first because I was the only girl. When I
go fight in the competition, I'm going to
go fight a girl that's my own size and
I've never fought anybody my own
size."
Ortiz, president of the university's
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Club, has practiced
other martial arts since age 4 and has
been practicing jiu jitsu for more than
seven months. 
"Fred's training is quite tough, condi-
tioning wise, which should give us an
edge if the fights go long," he said.
"Due to the number of competitors, we
are probably looking at several matches
so the condition will play an integral
part."
Ortiz is a confident fighter, but even
he's got butterflies.
"I'm a little nervous but I'm also very
excited and looking forward to doing
my best," Ortiz said.
Jiu jitsu is barely making its way into
South Texas but is already popular in
big cities like Chicago and New York. If
the team is successful, Zayas believes it
will have a chance to compete in San
Diego in December, but for now mem-
bers have to fight one battle at a time.
7 students face jiu jitsu challenge at 1st annual competition in Dallas
Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor
CRISTY RIVERA/FOR THE COLLEGIAN
Team Zayas are (front row, from left) Damian Gomez, Martha Velasco, Johnny
Gomez and Jesse Medina. Back row: instructor Fred Zayas, Nathan Fisch,
Justin Raines, Ildefonso Ortiz, Emmanuel Mireles, Francisco Guerra, Steve
Berlanga and Omar Valdez.
If you are currently in training, or in school, or work-
ing, you may be eligible for child care assitance. To
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All letters must be typed,
saved on disk and no longer
than 250 words. Letters must
include the name, classifica-
tion and phone number of let-
ter writer or the 
letter cannot be published.
Opinions expressed in 
The Collegian are those of the
writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of 
The Collegian or UTB/TSC
administrators. The editor
reserves the right to edit let-
ters for grammar and content.
Student Soapbox
Would you support a UTB/TSC football team?
"Yes, I would. A football team
would put UTB on the map, as an
overall university should be.  It
would also help with public fund-
ing."
--Chris Cortez
Junior business finance and
math major
"Yes, because I believe it would
make the students more involved,
bring up school spirit."
--Kelly Morales 
Freshman nursing major
"Yes, because I think that our
school needs something for their stu-
dents to cheer for and something for
us to go watch."
--Crystal Cruz
Freshman nursing major
"Yes, I would because it would
bring more school spirit and I think
we need that around here."
--Yessica Gonzalez
Freshman nursing major
"Yes, because the games would
make the students more unified and




"I think we need to expand as a
college and a good football team




--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
Letters to the
Editor Policy
Spam is destroying the use of e-mail
Morning. Another day begins. You boot up your computer, check your e-mail
and--"You have 623 new messages!" Among them: "Cure over 157 Degenerative
Diseases," "Debt got you down?" "Florida vacation giveaway" and "Never pay for
porn again."
Somewhere in there might be a friend saying hello, an invitation to a dinner
party, or maybe an important memo from your boss. Good luck finding it. You
could change your e-mail address, but they'd still find you. They have very
sophisticated ways of finding you. They have technologies that seem to know
your e-mail address before you even select it.
They have programs that send e-mails to every address they can think of,
whether or not it belongs to somebody.
You could get a filter, but an awful lot still gets through. And you'd also risk
blocking e-mails that you might actually want, since the technology is far from
perfect. You could respond and ask to be un-subscribed, but that only tells them
that you are an actual person who reads e-mail, which tends to bring on even more
unwanted correspondences.
Spam, the colorful name for unsolicited commercial mail, is an epidemic that
has become a plague. In July 2001 there were an estimated 1 million spam e-mails
a day; in July 2002, there were an estimated 5 million daily, and growing. By
some estimates, 35 percent of all e-mail is now spam--up from just 8 percent in
September 2001. Spam technology is only getting better, and Internet connections
are only getting faster.
The future of e-mail is looking very, very unpleasant indeed. So far, about 20
states have enacted laws to try to stem spam, with very limited success. Most laws
merely require spammers to disclose that they are sending spam and give people
a choice to opt out. This does nothing to limit the amount of unwanted e-mail,
which is the real problem.
It is this oppressive volume (about 10 percent of it pornographic, by the way)
that is rapidly destroying the use of e-mail.
Parents are starting to prohibit their children from using e-mail, fearing that
their 9-year-old will be inundated with invitations to "Increase Sexual Function."
People are missing important e-mails because they are changing their accounts so
rapidly or because their accounts are so overloaded they can't receive any new
messages.
Some people have given up e-mail altogether, preferring instead (gasp!) the
dusty but reliable old form of hand-written correspondence on sensuous paper.
E-mail, of course, was supposed to improve our lives with cheap and efficient
instant mass communication. No more long waits for letters, no more costly tele-
phone calls and no more phone tag.
Instead, it has let uncounted anonymous and shady advertisers inundate mil-
lions of people with unwanted invitations to improve on Mother Nature. And
absent any logical response from the world of law and order (such as, say, treat-
ing unwanted messages as harassment punishable by hefty fines), e-mail is start-
ing to run the danger of making itself unusable.
Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service
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Photo exhibit opens Tuesday
Fred Ragland's photography exhibit
opens at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the
Richardson Art Gallery.
"My exhibit is about fine art pho-
tography, it shows nature," Ragland
said, referring to his show, which
opens at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the
Richardson Art Gallery.  "I am show-
ing pictures that are of architecture
and that is my main emphasis in this
show."
The work on exhibit includes pho-
tos of beaches, a cathedral and the
Student Union.
His work varies from black and
white to abstract, colorful photogra-
phy that he has displayed in several
art galleries. He showcased his work
at an international competition in
North Texas and received top awards
there. He also has displayed his work
at a gallery in Dallas.
"It helps me to improve when I get
feedback from other people," Ragland
said of the awards.
Ragland is married to Ruth Ann
Ragland, associate vice president for
Academic Affairs. He grew up in rural
southern Arizona and was always
intrigued with capturing environmen-
tal portraits.  His love for photogra-
phy evolved at Tombstone High
School, where his class totaled 18 stu-
dents.
"Luckily, one of my teachers was
interested in photography and taught
us photography as an optional class,
and I loved it," Ragland said.  "I have
always been an artsy kind of person
but photography was a way for me to
see something and capture it."
From that time on, he has always
tried to do photography on the side.
Ragland earned a bachelor of arts in
English and music from Grand
Canyon College in Phoenix and a
master of business administration
from the University of New Mexico in
Albuquerque.  He also has taken grad-
uate courses in statistics and organiza-
tion behavior at Ohio State University
in Columbus.
As a statistician, he developed
mathematical models for aerospace
companies planning to build manufac-
turing plants, including Ford
Aerospace and Bell Helicopter. 
He took classes in photography and
art at Collin Community College in
Plano, Texas.  He also studied with
June Van Cleef, a past national officer
of the Professional Photographers
Association, and Robin Sachs, a lead-
ing Dallas portrait photographer.   
Ragland uses medium- and large-
format cameras.
Asked what the challenges are in
photography, Ragland replied, "There
is the technical challenge of the
equipment, have the best picture you
can have from the beginning and try
not to make adjustments in the com-
puter. You will lose detail and other
things-that's why I work very hard to
use the computer as my last step."
As a resident of Brownsville for the
last year, he has photographed the
city's scenery.
"Around here, there are beautiful
pictures of resacas, of the beaches.
There is just so much to be taken
here," Ragland said.
Ragland will next visit Mexico,
where he plans to put together a port-
folio of traditional Mexican buildings. 
Admission to the exhibit, which
runs through Nov.15, is free.
CHRIS AGUILAR/COLLEGIAN
Fred Ragland
By Leslie Robinson 
Staff Writer
After three weeks of spy hunting
and intrigue, the Mission: Impossible
2 game promises to end with a bang. 
"The game ended on [Oct. 11];
everybody that is still alive is going
into finals [today]," said Vince Solis,
director of Student Activities. "We
had initially a little over 100 players
show up to compete."
This year's interactive tag game had
an increase in the amount of its Web
site traffic. 
"This was a much more interactive
game," Solis said.  Last year we had
less than a hundred hits on our Web
site, but this year we had almost
1,500."
According to Solis, the Itzy Bitsies,
Lil Pawnishers, and the Helmet
Holders are the top three competitors
in "Mission: Impossible." By Oct. 9,
54 agents had been eliminated. 
Some agents went to drastic meas-
ures to earn their points.  The spy with
the code name "Van Buren" disguised
himself as a custodian to deceive the
players that he planned to tag. 
"He's probably been the most
intense player," Solis said.
A running joust will be the decisive
event at 6 p.m. today on the Student
Union lawn.  
"What's going to happen with the
running joust is that we [will] have a
clear-cut winner," Solis said.  
Two players will race against each
other.  One player will win while a
harness rope pulls the other back-
ward. 
The first-place winner will receive
$500; second place, $100; and third,
$50. The person with the most tags
also will receive $50.
The championship game will be
open to the public. After the competi-
tion, the joust will be available for
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Tag game ends in joust today
By Sonia Mejia 
Staff Writer
PAGE 12  • October 14, 2002 The CollegianOn Campus
With the clip of a ribbon, UTB/TSC
opened the "gate" to 478 new parking
spaces on Oct. 7.
"Five hundred parking spaces repre-
sents a 20 percent increase in the
number of parking spaces available to
the campus, bringing the total to
almost 3,000 parking spaces," said
Rosemary Martinez, vice president
for Business Affairs.
Martinez said the four new lots,
located on Ridgely Road between 21st
and 24th streets, were made possible
by the Texas Southmost College board
of trustees, who set aside funds to
acquire land for parking and paid for
the construction of the parking lots.
The new parking spaces cost Texas
Southmost College $538,000,
Martinez said. Of this amount,
$300,000 came from the sale of park-
ing permits.
Also speaking at the event were
members of the campus Parking
Committee, which makes recommen-
dations to the administration regard-
ing the management of parking.
"It's amazing that not more than six
months ago, here stood a giant con-
crete wall and the debris left over
from the old compress," said Irma
Cavazos, office supervisor for the
Physical Plant and a member of the
committee. "Now before us stands
this beautiful, landscaped parking lot
that not only enhances the beauty of
[the Regional Academic Health
Center and the Life and Health
Sciences building], but also brings
together a part of the campus that was
not reachable a couple of years ago.
… Who would have thought that one
day the old compress would look like
this."
Fellow member Roman Perez said
that at a parking forum in April 2001,
"We did realize that there was a [park-
ing] problem and that the administra-
tion was trying [its] best to figure out
what ways to solve the problem.
"I don't know how much the forum
played in helping us get these 500
new parking spaces …but what I do
know is that, indirectly, the adminis-
tration answered some of [the stu-
dents'] concerns with these new
spaces."
After the ribbon-cutting, Jeannette
Rosas, a junior marketing major,
became the first person to park in the
lot. A chocolate cake in the shape of
the lot was served to about 50 people
attending the 8:30 a.m. ceremony.
Hundreds of new parking spaces opened
SONIA MEJIA/COLLEGIAN
Jeannette Rosas, a junior marketing major, poses for photos after being
the first person to park in one of four new parking lots that opened on
campus Oct. 7. 
By Virginia Ortiz
Staff Writer
